
GATHERING     
SONG OF PRAISE   	 Jeremy Kropf, Song Leader

*Holy Spirit, Come to Us.........................................................................................................Voices Together 58

WELCOME........................................................................................................................................................... Nathan Perrin

CALL TO WORSHIP
Leader:	 To worship is to stand in awe under a heaven of stars,
	 before a flower, a leaf in sunlight, or a grain of sand.
People: 	 To worship is to be silent, receptive,
	 before a tree astir with the wind, or the passing shadow of a cloud.
Leader: 	 To worship is to work with dedication and with skill;
	 it is to pause from work and listen to a strain of music.
People: 	 To worship is to sing with the singing beauty of the earth;
	 it is to listen through a storm to the still small voice within.
All: 	 Worship is the mystery within us
	 reaching out to the Mystery beyond. 	 —Voices Together 855

OPENING PRAYER  

PRAISING		         

Sing to God a New Song...................................................................................................................Voices Together 93
All Creatures, Worship God Most High........................................................................................Voices Together 81

OFFERING PRAYER 

CONFESSING
PRAYER OF CONFESSION

*Please rise in body or spirit.
Hearing assistive devices and a larger print hymnal and Bible are available outside the doors to the sanctuary. 
Childcare (birth-age 2) is provided in the nursery at the back of the hall on this level.

A worshiping community rooted in God’s love: Following Jesus • Seeking peace and justice • Serving others

FOR PASTORAL CARE NEEDS, please contact 
Pastor Nathan or any member of our Pastoral 
Care Team: Rebecca Huff (chair), Hilary Rhodes, 
Hasun Lee, Doug Kimball, Elliot Johnson, Pam 
Eiten, and Vina Ariyaprakai. To contact the 
entire group: pct@lombardmennonite.org.

Richard Gehring (he/him)
Co-Lead Pastor	
richardg@lombardmennonite.org
Office hours: Tue 12:30-5; Thu & Fri 9-5

Barbara Krehbiel Gehring (she/her)
Co-Lead Pastor	
barbkg@lombardmennonite.org
Office hours: Tue 9-12; Wed & Fri 9-5

Nathan Perrin (he/him)
Pastor of Christian Formation
nathanp@lombardmennonite.org
Office hours: Tue 9-5; Thu 9-12; Fri 1-5

Katharine Richert (she/her)
Office Manager
office@lombardmennonite.org 

Want to reach the entire office staff at once?  
Send to: staff@lombardmennonite.org 

630.627.5310 • lombardmennonite.org

LMC STAFF

As a worshiping community rooted 
in God's love, Lombard Mennonite 
Church recognizes each person as a 
unique creation in the image of God. 
Firmly centering ourselves on following Jesus 
and seeking to be transformed through Christ, 
we welcome all, regardless of gender, gender 
identity, sexual orientation, race, ethnicity, 
economic or social circumstances, marital 
status, and physical or mental ability. We 
support and invite everyone to participate 
fully in the life of the church, where we respect 
diverse perspectives, live out Anabaptist values 
and celebrate radical peace and hospitality. 

NEXT SUNDAY, JULY 12
Theme: Jacob and Esau
Scripture: TBA
A/V Technicians: TBA
Fellowship Host: Amira Boctor
Greeter: Linda Oyer
NURSERY VOLUNTEERS TBA 	
 

TODAY AT LMC
A/V Technicians: Gray Taylor, Dave Kuhlmann Taylor
Fellowship Host: Linea Richards
Greeter: Valerie Kropf
Communion Bread & Setup: Valerie Kropf
NURSERY VOLUNTEERS 

Worship: Simon Botts, Mona Richards
Church Lockup: Lyle Bohnert
Lawn Mower: Linea Richards

THIS WEEK AT LMC
Wednesday 
	 12pm: WOW Lunch at Rosemary & Jeans 
	 Richard and Barb Begin their Sabbatical
Thursday-Saturday: Nathan out of the office

WELCOME TO
Lombard Mennonite Church

NOTES

PAUL'S VOYAGE TO ROME
Acts 27: 39-28: 10

July 5, 2026

Barb and Richard start their three-month 
sabbatical on Wednesday. During this time 
away from the congregation, they will have 
the opportunity to travel, read, and refresh. 
While we will miss them, we know this time of 
rest is important for spiritual renewal and their 
ministry among us. They will return on Oct 7.

While LMC will not be pastor-less this sum-
mer—it's business as usual for Pastor Nathan 
the majority of the time—Nathan will be out of 
the office this Thursday through Saturday. If 
you have an emergency or pastoral need that 
cannot wait until his return, please contact a 
member of the Pastoral Care Team. Thank you! 

Please update your cell phone contacts by 
adding "Sabbatical" before Richard and Barb's 
names. That should help us all not accidentally 
text them during their time away.   



Christ, our companion, you came not to humiliate the sinner
but to disturb the righteous. Welcome us when we are put to shame,
but challenge our smugness, that we may truly turn from what is evil 
and be freed even from our virtues, in your name.	 —Voices Together 898

WORDS OF ASSURANCE 

MUSIC FOR MEDITATION..........................................................................................................................Aaron Wetherill	
	 Sonatina (Kabalevsky)

HEARING GOD’S WORD  
SCRIPTURE READING........................................................................................................................................Gray Taylor

Leader:  	 Hear the word of God. 
People:  	 Our ears and hearts are open.

Acts 27: 39-28: 10 (p. 1366)

	 Leader:  	 Give thanks to the One whose word is life.
	 People:  	 Blessed be God forever!
	
SERMON......................................................................................................................................Barbara Krehbiel Gehring
	 “Beginnings, Endings, and Everything in Between”	

LISTENING FOR THE SPIRIT (silent time of reflection)

SONG OF RESPONSE	
My Hope Is Built....................................................................................................................... Voices Together 621

MUSIC FOR REFLECTION......................................................................................................................... Aaron Wetherill		
	 Toccatina (Kabalevsky)

CELEBRATING COMMUNION
INVITATION & TABLE PRAYER..................................................................................................Voices Together 947

RECEIVING THE GIFTS
	 Please come to the front to receive the gifts of God. All are welcome. We offer a blessing for 	
	 anyone not prepared to receive communion. Our bread is gluten-free.
	
	 Eat This Bread (Coman de este pan)..............................................................................Voices Together 476
	 I Come with Joy.........................................................................................................................Voices Together 478

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING & LORD’S PRAYER....................................................... Voices Together 989A

SHARING IN COMMUNITY	        

ANNOUNCEMENT HIGHLIGHTS
The Pastoral Care Team is here to help 
you as Pastors Richard & Barb take their 
well-deserved sabbatical for the next three 
months. While the committee is by no means 
a replacement for the invaluable role that they 
play, PCT wants to make itself available as a 
key point of contact for anyone in need.

The Pastoral Care Team is: Rebecca Huff 
(chair), Hilary Rhodes, Pastor Nathan Perrin, 
Hasun Lee, Doug Kimball, Elliot Johnson, Pam 
Eiten, and Vina Ariyaprakai.

Contemplative Prayer is now on break for the 
summer. Menno Men won't meet this week 
only.  

BLESSING FOR THE MYF GROUP GOING TO COSTA RICA ...................................................... Nathan Perrin

INTRODUCTION OF VISITORS & CONGREGATIONAL SHARING AND PRAYER 
	 Leader: 	 Lord, in your mercy/goodness, 
	 People:	 hear our prayer.  

WORK OF THE CHURCH
Please come to the front row and use the microphone to make your announcement.

SENDING 	   		
BLESSING OF PASTORS RICHARD AND BARB AS THEY LEAVE FOR SABBATICAL								
	 Leader: 	 Today we give thanks to God for Pastors Barb and Richard
		  and ask for God’s blessings as we send them for sabbatical renewal. 
		  We ask God to bless this intentional time of growth both for them 
		  and for our congregation. And we ask God to bring them back to our community 		
		  refreshed and nourished with God’s Spirit.

People: 	 Richard and Barb, we send you now on this sabbatical journey 
	 confident that God will refresh your spirits, renew your minds, 
	 strengthen your bodies, and return you to us empowered 
	 for our continued task of ministry in Lombard Mennonite Church, 
	 and in the world. As you journey, may God dwell with you 
	 while we are away from one another. May God fill you with the Holy Spirit 
	 as you study and visit new surroundings. 
	 We pray that you will experience the gift of spiritual growth in your journeys 
	 and that you will return renewed and energized for ministry.

SENDING SONG
	 *Go, My Friends, In Peace................................................................................................... Voices Together 839

*WORDS OF BLESSING

Directly after the service, join us for coffee, tea, and conversation down in the Fellowship Hall. 
Sunday school classes are on break for the summer. 

TODAY AFTER WORSHIP

We mute the livestream during this 
sharing time; prayers are written for 
distribution for the congregation. 

Carlen Sellers
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