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December 28, 2025

BE AMAZED: GOD AMONG US
First Sunday of Christmas; Matthew 2: 1-12

A worshiping community rooted in God’s love: Following Jesus « Seeking peace and justice « Serving others

PRELUDE

PRELUDE ... Olivia and Lisa Rose
Sing We Now of Christmas (Traditional French Carol), Go, Tell it on the Mountain
(African-American Spiritual), O Little Town of Bethlehem (Phillips Brooks, Lewis Redner)

GATHERING

SONG OF PRAISE Lisa Rose, Song Leader
S, Sl S ............oo.oooooooeoeoeeeeeeeeeeeeee e Voices Together 264

WELCOME ... Aaron Levitt

CALL TO WORSHIP
Leader: Behold, bless the LORD, all servants of the Lord, who stand by night in the house of
the Lord!
People: Lift up your hands to the sanctuary And bless the LORD.

OPENING PRAYER

PRAISING

Good Christian Friends REjOICE ... Voices Together 261
LoVve HAS COME oo Voices Together 258
MUSIC FOR MEDITATION ... Joe Hayward

British Isles Caroling Medley

OFFERING PRAYER

*Please rise in body or spirit.
Hearing assistive devices and a larger print hymnal and Bible are available outside the doors to the sanctuary.
Childcare (birth-age 2) is provided in the nursery at the back of the hall on this level.



CONFESSING

PRAYER OF CONFESSION
Leader: Return us, our Father, to Your [Word] and draw us near, our King, to serve You; restore
us in complete repentance to your presence.
People: Blessed are You, Lord, Who desires repentance.
Leader: Pardon us, our Father, for we have sinned, pardon us, our King, for we have rebelled;
for a pardoner and forgiver are You.
People: Blessed are You, the gracious Lord, Who forgives abundantly.

WORDS OF ASSURANCE

HEARING GOD’S WORD

CANDLE LIGHTING ... Carlen Sellers

Leader: We have been waiting in the long, dark night,
waiting for your light of hope, peace, joy. and love to reveal itself
and shine on us. Shine in us.

People: Come, Light of the world. Amaze us!

All: May your light shine through the dark,
illuminating your path, illuminating our souls.

SCRIPTURE READING ..o Joe Hayward
Leader: Hear the word of God.
People: Our ears and hearts are open.

Matthew 2: 1-12 (p. 1177)

Leader: Give thanks to the One whose word is life.
People: Blessed be God forever!

SERMOIN e Nathan Perrin
"Long As | Can See the Light"

LISTENING FOR THE SPIRIT (silent time of reflection)

SONG OF RESPONSE

O Beautiful Star of BethleRem ... Voices Together 275
MUSIC FOR REFLECTION . ..o Joe Hayward
Wexford Carol/Coventry Carol
SHARING IN COMMUNITY

INTRODUCTION OF VISITORS & CONGREGATIONAL SHARING AND PRAYER



Leader:  Lord, in your mercy/goodness,
People: hear our prayer.

We mute the livestream during this sharing time; prayers are written for distribution for the
congregation.

PRAYER FOR HEALING
Leader: Heal us, Lord, and we will be healed, save us and we will be saved; for the one we
praise is You.
People: Bring complete healing for all our sicknesses. Blessed are You, Lord, Healer of the
sick of His people.

WORK OF THE CHURCH
Please come to the front row and use the microphone to make your announcement.

SENDING

SENDING SONG
Oy to the WO IA ... Voices Together 240

*SENDING BLESSING



