
GATHERING     
SONG OF PRAISE   	 Jeremy Botts, Song Leader

*As We Rise, O God, to Meet You.......................................................................................Voices Together 39

WELCOME...................................................................................................................................................... Richard Gehring

CALL TO WORSHIP
Leader: 	 God calls to the lost, the least, and all who long for home;
People: 	 God calls when we wander from the path chosen for us
	 and waste the gifts we have been given.
Leader: 	 God calls and welcomes us back to worship this day;
People: 	 let us celebrate and rejoice in God’s presence forever;
All: 	 let us worship God together.	
				   —Adapted from Presbyterian Church in Canada

OPENING PRAYER  

PRAISING		         

*There’s a Wideness in God’s Mercy......................................................................................... Voices Together 156
Called by Earth and Sky.................................................................................................................Voices Together 806

MUSIC FOR MEDITATION.............................................................................................................................................. Choir		
	 Everything That has Voice (Shirley Murray and Marty Haugen)

CONFESSING
PRAYER OF CONFESSION & WORDS OF ASSURANCE............................................Voices Together 894

*Please rise in body or spirit.
Hearing assistive devices and a larger print hymnal and Bible are available outside the doors to the sanctuary. 
Childcare (birth-age 2) is provided in the nursery at the back of the hall on this level.

A worshiping community rooted in God’s love: Following Jesus • Seeking peace and justice • Serving others

FOR PASTORAL CARE NEEDS, please contact 
one of the pastors or any member of our  
Pastoral Care Team: Vina Ariyaprakai, Susan 
Botts, Kristen Burk, Rebecca Huff, Elliot John-
son, Doug Kimball, and Kelly Wilson. To contact 
the entire group: pct@lombardmennonite.org. 

Richard Gehring (he/him)
Co-Lead Pastor	
richardg@lombardmennonite.org
Office hours: Tue 12:30-5; Thu & Fri 9-5

Barbara Krehbiel Gehring (she/her)
Co-Lead Pastor	
barbkg@lombardmennonite.org
Office hours: Tue 9-12; Wed & Fri 9-5

Nathan Perrin (he/him)
Pastor of Christian Formation
nathanp@lombardmennonite.org
Office hours: Tue 9-5; Thu & Fri 9-12

Katharine Richert (she/her)
Office Manager
office@lombardmennonite.org 

Want to reach the entire office staff at once?  
Send to: staff@lombardmennonite.org 

630.627.5310 • lombardmennonite.org

LMC STAFF

As a worshiping community rooted 
in God's love, Lombard Mennonite 
Church recognizes each person as a 
unique creation in the image of God. 
Firmly centering ourselves on following Jesus 
and seeking to be transformed through Christ, 
we welcome all, regardless of gender, gender 
identity, sexual orientation, race, ethnicity, 
economic or social circumstances, marital 
status, and physical or mental ability. We 
support and invite everyone to participate 
fully in the life of the church, where we respect 
diverse perspectives, live out Anabaptist values 
and celebrate radical peace and hospitality. 

NEXT SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 23
Theme: Iraqi Kurdistan Presentation
Scripture: Revelation 21: 1-5
A/V Technicians: Gray Taylor, Dave Kuhlmann Taylor
Fellowship Host: Mona Richards
Greeter: Dave Martin
NURSERY VOLUNTEERS 

Worship: Ken G Kabira, Esther Wetherill
	 Sunday School: TBA 

TODAY AT LMC
A/V Technicians: Joe Hayward, CJ Yoder
Fellowship Host: Linea Richards
Greeters: Melissa Miller and Paul Reimer
NURSERY VOLUNTEERS 

Worship: Vina Ariyaprakai, Simon Botts
	 Sunday School: Arlee Blackburn, Valerie Kropf 
Church Lockup: Lyle Bohnert

THIS WEEK AT LMC
Tuesday, 7pm: Contemplative Prayer, via Zoom
Wednesday, 
	 9:30am: Women of the Word (WOW) Bible Study 
	 7pm: Pastoral Care Team
Thursday, 
	 9:30am: Menno Men
	 7pm: Worship Commission

WELCOME TO
Lombard Mennonite Church

NOTES

THE LOST SHEEP
Luke 15: 4-7

November 16, 2025



HEARING GOD’S WORD  
CHILDREN’S STORY................................................................................................................Barbara Krehbiel Gehring

SCRIPTURE READING....................................................................................................................................Joe Hayward
Leader:  Hear the word of God. 
People:  Our ears and hearts are open.

Luke 15: 4-7 (p. 1276)

	 Leader:  Give thanks to the One whose word is life.
	 People:  Blessed be God forever!
	
SERMON................................................................................................................................................. Rebecca J. Stoltzfus
	 “Losing and Finding”	

LISTENING FOR THE SPIRIT (silent time of reflection)

SONG OF RESPONSE	
My Shepherd Will Supply My Need ...............................................................................Voices Together 640

MUSIC FOR REFLECTION.............................................................................................................................................. Choir		
	 All Creatures of Our God and King (arr. Molly Ijames) 
	 Karin Redekopp Edwards and Mark Edwards, piano

SHARING IN COMMUNITY	        
OFFERING PRAYER

INTRODUCTION OF VISITORS & CONGREGATIONAL SHARING AND PRAYER 
	 Leader: 	 Lord, in your mercy/goodness, 
	 People:	 hear our prayer.  

	 We mute the livestream during this sharing time; prayers are written for distribution for 	  
	 the congregation. 

WORK OF THE CHURCH 
Please come to the front row and use the microphone to make your announcement.

SENDING 	   
SENDING SONG
	 *Guide My Feet.......................................................................................................................... Voices Together 816

*WORDS OF BLESSING

ANNOUNCEMENT HIGHLIGHTS 
We're pleased to welcome Goshen College 
President Rebecca J. Stoltzfus as our guest 
speaker today. A 1983 Goshen College 
graduate, President Stoltzfus was vice provost 
for undergraduate education and professor of 
human nutrition at Cornell University before 
returning to lead her alma mater in 2017.

Today, we begin a 3-week adult Christian 
Formation class on antisemitism and how 
Christians can engage this problem within our 
churches and country, while also supporting 
Palestinian rights and humanity. Aaron Levitt 
will lead this class in the sanctuary. Today's 
session is about the roots of antisemitism 
within the church, and how Christian  
antisemitism has affected Jews from the time 
of Luther through 1948. All are welcome. 

The LMC membership covenant is in the 
narthex if you didn't get a chance to sign it 
last week. Add your name to indicate you 
wish to be a member for the next year and to 
participate in the work of the church. 

Our nursery ministry is a tremendous 
blessing to parents of young ones and a key 
part of LMC's hospitality, plus the kids are 
adorable! If you'd be interested in serving in 
this area, please contact Pastor Nathan.   

Congregation Etz Chaim (1710 S. Highland 
Ave, Lombard) will host an Interfaith 
Thanksgiving Service next Sunday (Nov 
23) at 4pm. A diverse group of faith leaders, 
including Pastor Richard, will lead the service.  

Directly after the service, join us for coffee, tea, and conversation down in the Fellowship Hall.
Children ages 3 – 5th grade go directly to Gathering Time before Sunday school (located 
downstairs in the back library).
Sunday School Classes for all ages from 11:30–12:15 (or beginning 15 min. after the service ends). 
1 BELL: 	 5 min before Sunday school starts 	 2 BELLS: 	 Start of Sunday school 
1 BELL: 	 5 min before Sunday school ends	 2 BELLS: 	 End of Sunday school

TODAY AFTER WORSHIP

CHILDREN + YOUTH CLASSES
Ages 0-2 years: Nursery, upstairs
Ages 3-5 years: Room 301, upstairs
Grades K-2: Room 102, downstairs
Grades 3-5: Room 103, downstairs
Grades 6-8: Room 101, downstairs
Grades 9-12: Fireplace room, downstairs

ADULT CLASSES (NOV)
Understanding Antisemitism: Sanctuary
Bible In a Year: Conference Room
Coffee & Conversation: Fellowship Hall
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