
GATHERING     
SONG OF PRAISE   	 Jeremy Kropf, Song Leader

As Long as Jesus’ Reign Goes On.....................................................................................Voices Together 64

WELCOME...................................................................................................................................................... Richard Gehring

CALL TO WORSHIP
Leader: 	 We come seeking a spirit of wisdom,
People: 	 a spirit of revelation.
Leader:	 We come to know God,
People: 	 and to enlighten the eyes of our hearts.
Leader:	 We come to be reminded of the hope to which God has called us,
People: 	 and the riches of God’s glorious inheritance.
Leader:	 We come trusting in the immeasurable greatness of God’s power:
People: 	 the power that raised Christ from the dead;
	 the power that seated Christ at God’s right hand in the heavenly places.
Leader:	 We come to be part of the fullness of God
People: 	 who fills all in all.	 —Joanna Harader

OPENING PRAYER  

PRAISING		         

*Santo, Santo, Santo (Holy, Holy. Holy)....................................................................................Voices Together 102
*Be Thou My Vision..........................................................................................................................Voices Together 549

MUSIC FOR MEDITATION.......................................................................Jeremy Kropf, Karin Redekopp Edwards
	 Christians on this Day of Gladness (Bach, arr. Jenkins) 

CONFESSING
*Please rise in body or spirit.
Hearing assistive devices and a larger print hymnal and Bible are available outside the doors to the sanctuary. 
Childcare (birth-age 2) is provided in the nursery at the back of the hall on this level.

A worshiping community rooted in God’s love: Following Jesus • Seeking peace and justice • Serving others

FOR PASTORAL CARE NEEDS, please contact 
one of the pastors or any member of our  
Pastoral Care Team: Vina Ariyaprakai, Susan 
Botts, Kristen Burk, Rebecca Huff, Elliot John-
son, Doug Kimball, and Kelly Wilson. To contact 
the entire group: pct@lombardmennonite.org. 

Richard Gehring (he/him)
Co-Lead Pastor	
richardg@lombardmennonite.org
Office hours: Tue 12:30-5; Thu & Fri 9-5

Barbara Krehbiel Gehring (she/her)
Co-Lead Pastor	
barbkg@lombardmennonite.org
Office hours: Tue 9-12; Wed & Fri 9-5

Nathan Perrin (he/him)
Pastor of Christian Formation
nathanp@lombardmennonite.org
Office hours: Tue 9-5; Thu & Fri 9-12

Katharine Richert (she/her)
Office Manager
office@lombardmennonite.org 

Want to reach the entire office staff at once?  
Send to: staff@lombardmennonite.org 

630.627.5310 • lombardmennonite.org

LMC STAFF

As a worshiping community rooted 
in God's love, Lombard Mennonite 
Church recognizes each person as a 
unique creation in the image of God. 
Firmly centering ourselves on following Jesus 
and seeking to be transformed through Christ, 
we welcome all, regardless of gender, gender 
identity, sexual orientation, race, ethnicity, 
economic or social circumstances, marital 
status, and physical or mental ability. We 
support and invite everyone to participate 
fully in the life of the church, where we respect 
diverse perspectives, live out Anabaptist values 
and celebrate radical peace and hospitality. 

NEXT SUNDAY, OCTOBER 19
Theme: Inspiration of Scripture
Scripture: 2 Timothy 3: 14-4: 5
A/V Technicians: CJ Yoder, Spencer Yoder
Fellowship Host: Hilary Rhodes
Greeters: Taylor Family
NURSERY VOLUNTEERS 

Worship: Simon Botts, Ken G Kabira
	 Sunday School: TBA 

TODAY AT LMC
A/V Technicians: CJ Yoder, Spencer Yoder
Fellowship Host: James Baugh
Greeters: Botts Family
NURSERY VOLUNTEERS 

Worship: Dinorah Scott, Jeremy Steelberg
	 Sunday School: TBA
Church Lockup: Lyle Bohnert

THIS WEEK AT LMC
Sunday-Oct 22: Nathan on CPT Trip in Iraq
Tuesday, 7pm: Contemplative Prayer, via Zoom
Wednesday, 
	 9:30am: Women of the Word (WOW) Bible Study 
	 7pm: Ministry Team
Thursday, 
	 9:30am: Menno Men
	 7pm: Worship Commission
Friday, 6:30pm: Mennonite Action Training Event

WELCOME TO
Lombard Mennonite Church

ANNOUNCEMENTS CONT'D

SEEKING WISDOM
1 Kings 3: 3-14

October 12, 2025

Mennonite Action will hold a "To Build Our 
Courage" event at LMC this Friday (Oct 17) 
at 6:30 PM. As the war in Gaza continues and 
immigration raids take place across our own 
communities, it can feel quite overwhelming. 
Mennonite Action's national staff has devel-
oped the "Courage" program to explore how 
we can respond to these times with bravery 
and engage in faith-based non-cooperation, 
mutual aid, and courageous rituals. Please join 
us for this inspiring evening, which is free and 
open to all. Register at mennoniteaction.org/
tour. See Dave M. with questions. 



PRAYER OF CONFESSION
Leader:	 Incarnate God,
People: 	 we yearn to walk in your way but often choose our own path of turmoil and pain.
	 Save us, Lord, from the pride and foolishness of choosing our own course,
	 that we may humbly and confidently follow your lead, through Jesus Christ. 

Amen.
(Silent confession)

WORDS OF ASSURANCE
Leader:	 Throughout the tumult of life, God holds you close in love.
	 Rejoice, because God’s wisdom is your guide, God’s compassion is your strength. 

God’s love is your redemption.
All: 	 Come, let us walk in the way of God’s heart. 	 —June Mears Driedger	

HEARING GOD’S WORD  
SCRIPTURE READING................................................................................................................................Amanda Olsen

Leader:  	 Hear the word of God. 
People:  	 Our ears and hearts are open.

1 Kings 3: 3-14 (p. 389)

	 Leader:  	 Give thanks to the One whose word is life.
	 People:  	 Blessed be God forever!
	
SERMON......................................................................................................................................Barbara Krehbiel Gehring
	 "When You Wish"
	
LISTENING FOR THE SPIRIT (silent time of reflection)

SONG OF RESPONSE	
*God of Grace and God of Glory.......................................................................................Voices Together 716

MUSIC FOR REFLECTION.......................................................................Jeremy Kropf, Karin Redekopp Edwards
	 In the Garden (Miles, arr. Hayes) 

SHARING IN COMMUNITY	        
OFFERING PRAYER 

INTRODUCTION OF VISITORS & CONGREGATIONAL SHARING AND PRAYER 
	 Leader: 	 Lord, in your mercy/goodness, 
	 People:	 hear our prayer.  

	 We mute the livestream during this sharing time; prayers are written for distribution for 	  
	 the congregation. 

ANNOUNCEMENT HIGHLIGHTS 
The Administration Commission 
invites every LMC household to 
submit a financial pledge for the 
2026 budget. We are extending 
the deadline to next Sunday, 
Oct 19. You can submit your pledge with the 
QR code, place a pledge form in Katharine’s 
mailbox (hard copies in the narthex), or send 
a confidential email to Katharine (office@lom-
bardmennonite.org). Your pledges are vital for 
developing our 2026 spending plan. Thank 
you! —Administration Commission

Please stop by the table in the narthex to sign/  
highlight your favorite verse in the Bibles we'll 
present to our 3rd graders on October 26. 

In today's "Anabaptist Faith and Secular 
Governments" class in the sanctuary, we'll 
explore the appropriate use and the misuse of 
tariffs regarding international trade. Norm E. 
will lead the class. 

Please consider blessing the 
Hayward family with a meal as 
Linda recovers from surgery. Your 
kindness and care would be a 
huge help to them during this 
time. You can find info and sign up with the 
QR code. 

The Cotton Patch Gospel is on Oct 25, just 2 
weeks away! All proceeds go to hunger relief. 

WORK OF THE CHURCH 
Please come to the front row and use the microphone to make your announcement.

SENDING 	   
SENDING SONG
	 *The Lord Lift You Up............................................................................................................. Voices Together 832

*WORDS OF BLESSING

Directly after the service, join us for coffee, tea, and conversation down in the Fellowship Hall.
Children ages 3 – 5th grade go directly to Gathering Time before Sunday school (located 
downstairs in the back library).
Sunday School Classes for all ages from 11:30–12:15 (or beginning 15 min. after the service ends). 
1 BELL: 	 5 min before Sunday school starts 	 2 BELLS: 	 Start of Sunday school 
1 BELL: 	 5 min before Sunday school ends	 2 BELLS: 	 End of Sunday school

TODAY AFTER WORSHIP

CHILDREN + YOUTH CLASSES
Ages 0-2 years: Nursery, upstairs
Ages 3-5 years: Room 301, upstairs
Grades K-2: Room 102, downstairs
Grades 3-5: Room 103, downstairs
Grades 6-8: Room 101, downstairs
Grades 9-12: Fireplace room, downstairs

ADULT CLASSES (OCT)
Anabaptist Faith and Secular Governments: 

Sanctuary
Bible In a Year: Conference Room
Mennonite Inquiry Class: Office Classroom
Coffee & Conversation: Fellowship Hall
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