
GATHERING     
SONG OF PRAISE    Hilary Rhodes, Song Leader

*We are People of God’s Peace .......................................................................................Voices Together 797

WELCOME .......................................................................................................................................................... Nathan Perrin

CALL TO WORSHIP
Leader:  Gathered siblings, may we learn to trust in the Lord with our whole hearts!
People:  No more will we rely solely on our intelligence and strength.
All:  We will trust in the Lord! With wholehearted resolve, we will employ our minds 

and our intelligence in the service of the Lord.
Leader:  Brothers and sisters, may we come to know the Lord in all our paths;
People:  for it is the Lord who will keep our ways straight.
Leader:  Trusting the Lord will mean we're not puffed up with our wisdom.
People:  We will trust in the Lord. We will not be puffed up with our rightness or wisdom, 

but in fear and awe of the Lord, we will turn away from evil.
All:  Then our bodies will be healthy, and our bones will be strengthened.  

Thanks be to God. 
    Based on Proverbs 3:5-8

OPENING PRAYER
Holy One,
we come to worship today desiring to learn to trust you more fully.
The prophet Isaiah assures us that when we seek you, you can be found.
And when we return to you, you will have mercy on us and generously forgive us.
We come today to bend the knees of our hearts.
We humbly acknowledge that just as the heavens are higher than the earth, so are your
ways higher than our ways, and your plans higher than our plans.
We come to yield our lives anew to you today, to learn to trust as little children trust a
good and loving parent. Amen.

*Please rise in body or spirit.
Hearing assistive devices and a larger print hymnal and Bible are available outside the doors to the sanctuary. 
Childcare (birth-age 2) is provided in the nursery at the back of the hall on this level.

A worshiping community rooted in God’s love: Following Jesus • Seeking peace and justice • Serving others

FOR PASTORAL CARE NEEDS, please contact 
one of the pastors or any member of our  
Pastoral Care Team: Vina Ariyaprakai, Susan 
Botts, Kristen Burk, Rebecca Huff, Elliot John-
son, Doug Kimball, and Kelly Wilson. To contact 
the entire group: pct@lombardmennonite.org. 

Richard Gehring (he/him)
Co-Lead Pastor 
richardg@lombardmennonite.org
Office hours: Tue 12:30-5; Thu & Fri 9-5

Barbara Krehbiel Gehring (she/her)
Co-Lead Pastor 
barbkg@lombardmennonite.org
Office hours: Tue 9-12; Wed & Fri 9-5

Nathan Perrin (he/him)
Pastor of Christian Formation
nathanp@lombardmennonite.org
Office hours: Tue 9-5; Thu & Fri 9-12

Katharine Richert (she/her)
Office Manager 
staff@lombardmennonite.org 

Want to reach the entire office staff at once?  
Send to: staff@lombardmennonite.org 

630.627.5310 • lombardmennonite.org

LMC STAFF

As a worshiping community rooted 
in God's love, Lombard Mennonite 
Church recognizes each person as a 
unique creation in the image of God. 
Firmly centering ourselves on following Jesus 
and seeking to be transformed through Christ, 
we welcome all, regardless of gender, gender 
identity, sexual orientation, race, ethnicity, 
economic or social circumstances, marital 
status, and physical or mental ability. We 
support and invite everyone to participate 
fully in the life of the church, where we respect 
diverse perspectives, live out Anabaptist values 
and celebrate radical peace and hospitality. 

NEXT SUNDAY, AUGUST 31
Theme: Church Retreat at Menno Haven: God Who 

Speaks in Burning Bushes
Scripture: Exodus 3:1-6
A/V Technicians: Kristin Crawford, Elias Rose @ MH, 

CJ Yoder @ LMC

TODAY AT LMC
A/V Technicians: Dave Kuhlmann Taylor, Elias Rose
Fellowship Hosts: Valerie & Jeremy Kropf
Greeter: Arlee Blackburn
NURSERY VOLUNTEERS 

Worship: Dinorah Scott, Dominick Rhodes
Church Lockup: Lyle Bohnert
Lawn Mower: Linea Richards

THIS WEEK AT LMC
Monday: Church office closed
Tuesday, 7pm: Contemplative Prayer, via Zoom
Wednesday, 9:30am: Women of the Word (WOW) 

Bible Study
Thursday, 9:30am: Menno Men
Friday, 7pm: ACA Centering Prayer 
Saturday-Sunday: Church Retreat at Camp Menno 

Haven

WELCOME TO
Lombard Mennonite Church

ANABAPTISM AT 500: 
Renewal through Trust and Yieldness

Matthew 18:1-5

August 31, 2025

We hope that you can join the LMC contingent 
for the 11th annual Love Your Neighbor Day, 
LYND, on Saturday, September 20th from 
9:00 am to 1:00 PM. Breakfast and lunch are 
provided. Our Lombard and Villa Park neighbors 
in need are primarily requesting yard cleanups, 
painting, and tree/shrub trimming. Evan R. is 
accepting all volunteer applications, which are 
due Sunday Sept 7th via email only. “This has 
been a wonderful opportunity to work with 
other LMCers doing much needed work in our 
community and the folks we 
help are so very appreciative”.  
Volunteer applications can 
be found next to the lost and 
found table or by scanning this 
QR code.

ANNOUNCEMENTS CONT. 



PRAISING         

O Christ, Impart Your Teaching True ........................................................................................ Voices Together 583
*When We Walk with the Lord .................................................................................................... Voices Together 570

MUSIC FOR MEDITATION ..........................................................................................................Dave Kuhlmann Taylor

OFFERING PRAYER 

CONFESSING
CALL TO CONFESSION
PRAYER OF CONFESSION Voices Together 888
WORDS OF ASSURANCE     

HEARING GOD’S WORD  
SCRIPTURE READING ...................................................................................................................................Joe Hayward

Leader:  Hear the word of God. 
People:  Our ears and hearts are open.

 
Matthew 18:1-5 (pg 1201)

 Leader:  Give thanks to the One whose word is life.
 People:  Blessed be God forever!
 
SERMON ........................................................................................................................................................ Richard Gehring
 
LISTENING FOR THE SPIRIT (silent time of reflection)

SONG OF RESPONSE 
*Come Now, O God .................................................................................................................Voices Together 143

RITUAL FOR REMEMBERING OR ANTICIPATING OUR BAPTISM

MUSIC FOR REFLECTION ....................................................................................................... Dave Kuhlmann Taylor

SHARING IN COMMUNITY        
INTRODUCTION OF VISITORS AND 
CONGREGATIONAL SHARING AND PRAYER 
 Leader:  Lord, in your mercy/goodness, 
 People: hear our prayer.  

ANNOUNCEMENT HIGHLIGHTS 
It’s almost here! LMC’s retreat at Camp Menno 
Haven is next weekend, Sept. 6 and 7. Those of 
you who registered, we look forward to seeing 
you at camp. Please bring snacks to share, a 
favorite game, and a lawn chair. Camp grounds 
are open to us to use starting at 1pm 
on Saturday until 4pm on Sunday. 
Want to help build the campfire, play 
your instrument or lead a meal prayer? 
Please scan the QR code to sign up! 

WORK OF THE CHURCH 
Please come to the front row and use the microphone to make your announcement.

SENDING    
SENDING SONG
 *Praise God from Whom .........................................................................................................Voices Together 70

*WORDS OF BLESSING

Directly after the service, join us for coffee, tea, and conversation down in the Fellowship Hall.

Sunday school classes are on break for the summer. 

TODAY AFTER WORSHIP

The LMC centering prayer Zoom group will 
resume on September 2 following their summer 
break. Everyone is welcome to join the zoom 
for about 20 minutes of silent time with God, 
held in community. We begin with a brief verbal 
introduction and end in the Lord’s prayer. If you 
have questions, you may talk with Linda Oyer, 
Cynthia Kimball, or Pastor Barb. Watch for the 
Zoom link in coming communications. 

All women are invited to join the Wednesday 
morning women’s Bible/book study group this 
school year. We meet in the church conference 
room from 9:30-11:30. Our first fall meeting 
will be Wednesday, September 3. If you need 
childcare, please let pastor Barb know. 

Ryan Ahlgrim, a former member of 
LMC now pastor at First Mennonite 
Church in Richmond, Virginia, will 
be talking about his new novella, 
Spying on Jesus, on Sunday, 
September 21 after church at the 
home of Evan and Mona R. All are 
invited to enjoy lunch and lively fellowship 
together.  Please RSVP to Evan or Mona at 
richards@iinfolaunch.com by Friday, Sept. 19.

If you won’t be Menno Haven, you have two 
other options to join LMC for church next week 
on Sept. 7. The service will be livestreamed 
from Menno Haven. So you can join the 
livestream from Home. People will also gather at 
the church building for a service that includes 
some of the livestream and some in person 
music and sharing and fellowship time. 

Calling All Singers! Choir rehearsal will resume 
on Sunday, September 14. We meet on the 2nd 
and 3rd Sunday of each month at 8:30am in the 
sanctuary.  No matter which voice part you sing, 
or how well you read music (or don't), we gladly 
welcome all who want to help us make a joyful 
noise to the Lord!" 
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