
GATHERING     
SONG OF PRAISE    Rebecca Kuhlmann Taylor, Song Leader

*Come, We That Love .............................................................................................................. Voices Together 31

WELCOME ................................................................................................................................... Adrien Keables Hayward

CALL TO WORSHIP

OPENING PRAYER
      
PRAISING         

*For the Healing of the Nations ...................................................................................... Voices Together 705
*Siyahamba (We Are Marching) ...................................................................................... Voices Together 793

CONFESSING
PRAYER OF CONFESSION
WORDS OF ASSURANCE     
 
MUSIC FOR MEDITATION ................................................................................................. Karin Redekopp Edwards
 Invention in E Major (Bach)  

HEARING GOD’S WORD  
CHILDREN'S STORY ....................................................................................................................................... Nathan Perrin

SCRIPTURE READING ........................................................................................................Rebecca Kuhlmann Taylor
Leader:  Hear the word of God. 
People:  Our ears and hearts are open.

*Please rise in body or spirit.
Hearing assistive devices and a larger print hymnal and Bible are available outside the doors to the sanctuary. 
Childcare (birth-age 2) is provided in the nursery at the back of the hall on this level.

A worshiping community rooted in God’s love: Following Jesus • Seeking peace and justice • Serving others

FOR PASTORAL CARE NEEDS, please contact 
one of the pastors or any member of our  
Pastoral Care Team: Vina Ariyaprakai, Susan 
Botts, Kristen Burk, Rebecca Huff, Elliot John-
son, Doug Kimball, and Kelly Wilson. To contact 
the entire group: pct@lombardmennonite.org. 

Richard Gehring (he/him)
Co-Lead Pastor 
richardg@lombardmennonite.org
Office hours: Tue 12:30-5; Thu & Fri 9-5

Barbara Krehbiel Gehring (she/her)
Co-Lead Pastor 
barbkg@lombardmennonite.org
Office hours: Tue 9-12; Wed & Fri 9-5

Nathan Perrin (he/him)
Pastor of Christian Formation
nathanp@lombardmennonite.org
Office hours: Tue 9-5; Thu & Fri 9-12

Katharine Richert (she/her)
Office Manager 
staff@lombardmennonite.org 

Want to reach the entire office staff at once?  
Send to: staff@lombardmennonite.org 

630.627.5310 • lombardmennonite.org

LMC STAFF

As a worshiping community rooted 
in God's love, Lombard Mennonite 
Church recognizes each person as a 
unique creation in the image of God. 
Firmly centering ourselves on following Jesus 
and seeking to be transformed through Christ, 
we welcome all, regardless of gender, gender 
identity, sexual orientation, race, ethnicity, 
economic or social circumstances, marital 
status, and physical or mental ability. We 
support and invite everyone to participate 
fully in the life of the church, where we respect 
diverse perspectives, live out Anabaptist values 
and celebrate radical peace and hospitality. 

NEXT SUNDAY, AUGUST 31
Theme: Anabaptism at 500 
Scripture: Matthew 18:1-5
A/V Technicians: CJ Yoder, Spencer Yoder
Fellowship Hosts: Valerie & Jeremy Kropf
Greeters: Arlee Blackburn
NURSERY VOLUNTEERS 

Worship: Dinorah Scott, Dominick Rhodes

TODAY AT LMC
A/V Technicians: Gray Taylor, Dave Kuhlmann Taylor
Fellowship Hosts: Valerie & Jeremy Kropf
Greeter: Arlee Blackburn
NURSERY VOLUNTEERS 

Worship: Dinorah Scott, Jeremy Steelberg
Church Lockup: Lyle Bohnert
Lawn Mower: Evan & Mona Richards

THIS WEEK AT LMC
Tuesday, 7pm: Pastoral Care Team 
Thursday, 9:30am: Menno Men
Friday, 6pm: Private Event, Fellowship Hall

WELCOME TO
Lombard Mennonite Church

VERSE OF THE YEAR
James 3:18

August 24, 2025



 James 3:18 (p. 1489)

 Leader:  Give thanks to the One whose word is life.
 People:  Blessed be God forever!
 
SERMON .....................................................................................................................................Barbara Krehbiel Gehring
 
LISTENING FOR THE SPIRIT (silent time of reflection)

SONG OF RESPONSE 
*How Can We Be Silent....................................................................................................... Voices Together 790

MUSIC FOR REFLECTION ................................................................................................. Karin Redekopp Edwards
 Salut d’amour (Elgar)

OFFERING & COMMITTING
INVITATION TO COMMITMENT

LITANY
Leader:   Today we gather together to worship  

and to make a commitment to transform 
our welcome and Christian nurture. 

People:   But we remember that God has already made 
a commitment to us through Jesus Christ

Leader:    As we make a financial commitment today, 
we are reminded when the Apostle Paul 
made an appeal for money from the Macedonians,  
but it wasn’t their first commitment.

People:  Just like them, we first commit ourselves to God through Jesus Christ.
Leader:    And so, because we always give according to our means,  

whether in time, gifts or money,
People:  we commit ourselves to Jesus Christ first, 

and also desire to excel in everything else: 
in faith, in speech, in knowledge, 
and in our love for one another.

Leader:    May it be so. AMEN.

At this time you are invited to come forward and place your commitment form in the basket  
at the front of the church.

SHARING IN COMMUNITY        
INTRODUCTION OF VISITORS AND 
CONGREGATIONAL SHARING AND PRAYER 

ANNOUNCEMENT HIGHLIGHTS 

Dave and  Liz Ratzlaff will be celebrating 
their 50th Anniversary on August 30. Dave 
now resides in a nursing home and so no 
longer joins us in person on Sunday mornings 
as he did for so many years. Let’s send them 
cards from members of their church family! 
Cards may be sent to their home at 1212 
Towne Ave, Batavia, IL 60510. 

 Leader:  Lord, in your mercy/goodness, 
 People: hear our prayer.  

WORK OF THE CHURCH 
Please come to the front row and use the microphone to make your announcement.

SENDING    
SENDING SONG
 *Go, My Children .....................................................................................................................Voices Together 830

*WORDS OF BLESSING

Directly after the service, join us for coffee, tea, and conversation down in the Fellowship Hall.

Sunday school classes are on break for the summer. 

TODAY AFTER WORSHIP

LMC’s Menno Haven Retreat is only 2 weeks 
away! We look forward to a wonderful time 
of fun, relaxing and gathering together in the 
peaceful woods! Those who have registered 
to attend, please bring snacks to share, a 
favorite game, a lawn chair and supplies 
that you need for a weekend with nature. 
Can only attend for a day? You can come 
for LMC’s Sunday Service on Sept. 7 and 
stay for the day for a nominal day fee. A 
few volunteers are needed to help with the 
retreat. Please scan the QR 
code! Contact Lisa Rose if 
you have questions.

LMC Retreat 2024
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