
GATHERING     
SONG OF PRAISE    Jeremy "Jumping Jehoshaphat" Botts, Song Leader

*There’s a Wild Hope in the Wind  .................................................................................Voices Together 828

WELCOME .............................................................................Richard "the Radicals" Gehring; The Notorious BKG 
    (Barb Krehbiel Gehring) 

CALL TO WORSHIP ..................................................................................................Nathan "the Nephilim*" Perrin
Leader: Christ is risen! *Genesis 6: 4
People:  He is risen indeed, Hallelujah!
Leader: Let us rejoice! Let us celebrate with holy humor.
People: Let us laugh, let us dance, let us sing praises of joy!

OPENING PRAYER
      
PRAISING         

*Ho Ho Ho Hosanna
*Sing a Happy Alleluia

MUSIC FOR MEDITATION ..................................................................Katrina “Swords into Plowshares” Baugh
 "Modern Anabaptism" (from The Pirates of Penzance)

CONFESSING
CONFESSING OUR FAITH  

Leader: We believe in God the Creator of all, who has called forth a people of faith.
People:  We live, we love, we laugh, because we are created in God’s image
Leader:  We believe in Jesus Christ, the Word become flesh, crucified and resurrected for us.
People: He had the last laugh when he rose from the dead.
Leader:  We believe in the Holy Spirit, the source of redemption and life.

*Please rise in body or spirit.
Hearing assistive devices and a larger print hymnal and Bible are available outside the doors to the sanctuary. 
Childcare (birth-age 2) is provided in the nursery at the back of the hall on this level.

A worshiping community rooted in God’s love: Following Jesus • Seeking peace and justice • Serving others

FOR PASTORAL CARE NEEDS, please contact 
one of the pastors or any member of our  
Pastoral Care Team: Vina Ariyaprakai, Susan 
Botts, Kristen Burk, Eric Larson, Laura Larson, 
Néstor Quiroa, and Kelly Wilson. To contact the 
entire group: pct@lombardmennonite.org. 

Richard Gehring (he/him)
Co-Lead Pastor 
richardg@lombardmennonite.org

Barbara Krehbiel Gehring (she/her)
Co-Lead Pastor 
barbkg@lombardmennonite.org

Nathan Perrin (he/him)
Pastor of Christian Formation
nathanp@lombardmennonite.org

Katharine Richert (she/her)
Office Manager 
office@lombardmennonite.org

Want to reach the entire office staff at once?  
Send to: staff@lombardmennonite.org 

630.627.5310 • lombardmennonite.org

LMC STAFF

As a worshiping community rooted 
in God's love, Lombard Mennonite 
Church recognizes each person as a 
unique creation in the image of God. 
Firmly centering ourselves on following Jesus 
and seeking to be transformed through Christ, 
we welcome all, regardless of gender, gender 
identity, sexual orientation, race, ethnicity, 
economic or social circumstances, marital 
status, and physical or mental ability. We 
support and invite everyone to participate 
fully in the life of the church, where we respect 
diverse perspectives, live out Anabaptist values 
and celebrate radical peace and hospitality. 

NEXT SUNDAY, MAY 4
Theme: Stephen's Witness
Scripture: Acts 6: 1 - 7:2a, 44-60
A/V Technicians: Gray Taylor, Dave Kuhlmann Taylor
Fellowship Host: Linea Richards 
Greeters: Jeff & Laura Yoder 
NURSERY VOLUNTEERS 

Worship: Doug Kimball, Melissa Miller  
Sunday School: Arlee Blackburn, TBA 

TODAY AT LMC
A/V Technicians: Elias Rose, CJ Yoder
Fellowship Host: Hilary Rhodes
Greeter: Linea Richards
NURSERY VOLUNTEERS 

Worship: Ken G Kabira, Caroline Steelberg 
Sunday School: Hasun Lee, Jeremy Steelberg

Church Lockup: Lyle Bohnert

THIS WEEK AT LMC
Mon-Thurs: Barb and Richard out of the office
Tuesday, 
 6pm: Pastoral Care Team
 7pm: Contemplative Prayer via Zoom
Wednesday, 9:30am: Women of the Word (WOW) 

Bible Study
Thursday, 9:30am: Menno Men
Friday, 7pm: ACA Centering Prayer (LMCers welcome)
Saturday, 8am–12pm: Church Workday

WELCOME TO
Lombard Mennonite Church

ANNOUNCEMENTS CONTINUED

500 YEARS OF ANABAPTIST HUMOR 
Holy Humor Sunday; Genesis 21: 1-6

April 27, 2025

Duke University and Wheaton College 
researchers are seeking 10 people 
from LMC to participate in a paid, 
interview-based research study on in-
person and virtual church services. Scan the QR  
code for info. 

Mark and Karin E. (Redekopp & Edwards) are 
performing in a concert this afternoon at 4 pm 
at the First United Methodist Church in Downers 
Grove. They'll play beautiful works by 
Brahms; info and tickets at the code. 



People: Our comforter, our guide, our motivator—the Spirit is our joy!
Leader:  We joyfully worship the three-in-one God as a holy nation, the people of God.
People: We place our hope in God’s everlasting reign, in victory over evil, 
 the resurrection of the dead, in Christ’s coming again. To God be all glory! Amen.   

  —Adapted from Confession of Faith in a Mennonite Perspective, Unison Reading A

HEARING GOD’S WORD  
SCRIPTURE READING .............................................................................................................Susan "Not a Bot" Botts 

Leader:  Hear the word of God. 
People:  Our ears and hearts are open.

 Genesis 21: 1-6 (p. 23)

 Leader:  Give thanks to the One whose word is life.
 People:  Blessed be God forever!
 
SERMON: "Menno-Lite"
 
LISTENING FOR THE SPIRIT (silent time of reflection)

SONG OF RESPONSE 
Breathe Deep (The Lost Dogs)

MUSIC FOR REFLECTION ...........................................................................................................................Jeremy Bees      
 Humoresque (Dvorak)   (Burk & Botts)

SHARING IN COMMUNITY        
OFFERING PRAYER ....................................................................................................................... Voices Together 1017

INTRODUCTION OF VISITORS
CONGREGATIONAL SHARING AND PRAYER 
 Leader:  Lord, in your mercy/goodness, 
 People: hear our prayer.  

WORK OF THE CHURCH 
Please come to the front row and use the microphone to make your announcement.

SENDING    
SENDING SONG
 *You Shall Go Out with Joy .................................................................................................Voices Together 847

*WORDS OF BLESSING

Directly after the service, join us for coffee, tea, and conversation down in the Fellowship Hall.
Children ages 3 – 5th grade go directly to Gathering Time before Sunday school (located 
downstairs in the back library).
Sunday School Classes for all ages from 11:30–12:15 (or beginning 15 min. after the service ends). 
1 BELL:  5 min before Sunday School starts  2 BELLS:  Start of Sunday School 
1 BELL:  5 min before Sunday School ends 2 BELLS:  End of Sunday School

TODAY AFTER WORSHIP

CHILDREN + YOUTH CLASSES
Ages 0-2 years: Nursery, upstairs
Ages 3-6 years: Room 301, upstairs
Grades 1-3: Room 102, downstairs
Grades 4-5: Room 103, downstairs
Grades 6-8: Room 101, downstairs
Grades 9-12: Fireplace room, downstairs

ADULT CLASSES (APR)
Becoming a Fully Welcoming Church: Sanctuary
Bible In a Year: Conference Room
Coffee & Conversation: Fellowship Hall

ANNOUNCEMENT HIGHLIGHTS         SING A HAPPY ALLELUIA 
Join us for the spring workday this coming 
Saturday (May 3)! We'll work from 8:00 AM 
to noon and then break for a delicious lunch. 
The to-do list includes tasks for all ages both 
indoors and outdoors. Workday is always a 
great time of fellowship while working shoulder 
to shoulder to beautify our church.

At our congregational meeting on May 18, 
we'll make decisions on how to proceed with 
a renovation project for the parking lot, the 
education wing, and energy efficiency, aka 
Phase 4. The LMC Administration Commission 
invites you to join us for a brown bag lunch 
next Sunday (May 4) for a presentation of our 
plans along with Q&A.

Next Sunday, we will celebrate Communion 
Sunday. Let us each prayerfully prepare for this 
time and consider whether God is calling us to 
reconciliation in a broken relationship (Mt 5:24).

Words by Shirley Erena Murray; tune: Holy Manna. 

Sing a happy alleluia,
Sing it out with heart and style–
We're the echo of God's laughter,
We're the image of God's smile.

Alleluia, all creation, alleluia, everyone!
Alleluia, all creation, alleluia, everyone!

We're the proof of God's good humor,
We're the twinkle in God's eye,
Made to shine, reflect the glory,
Given light and space to fly. 

Sarah laughed at God's good timing,
Mary sang and David danced,
Jesus smiled and hugged the children–
So is life for us enhanced. 

Every day sing alleluia!
We are loved, though so absurd,
Human, foolish, chosen people,
God still takes us at our word! 
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